Dr. Walther Hetzer, 
Founding Director; St. Gilgen International School, Austria. 
We can portray ourselves by the company we keep, the inspiration we find and the alliances we forge.

Close personal friendships and great support networks are linked with my previous posts in international education in the last 35 years, which include being director of the Vienna International School and the American International School in Abu Dhabi.  I also held administrative positions and taught History, Philosophy and Theory of Knowledge in the International School of Brussels, The United World College of the Adriatic, the United Nations International School in New York. 
Another continuing source of networking and friendship has been my close involvement with international organisations such as ECIS and ISA (Board Memberships), CIS (Accreditation Advisor), the IBO (former Assistant Examiner). 
Much inspiration comes from The Academy of International School Heads, Inthinking, the work of ESOL (Educational Services Overseas Limited) and its schools in the Middle East. In the last years through wonderful links to “Women Without Borders” and their great new initiative SAVE (Schools Against Violent Extremism). Through involvement with many international service projects including Action Aid, Refugee Relief, Amnesty International. Inspiration comes from my daughter Hannah and her group at Warwick University, cheerful champions for Fair Trade and the environment. From my daughter Rebecca who patiently opens the world of instant electronic communication to me and throws in beautiful photographs. From my son Martin at the Salk Institute who discovers new worlds in the nucleus of cells.         

Inspiration comes, of course, from my good friends in the Alliance itself. Even as it continues to grow, I am confident that the Alliance will retain the enthusiasm to connect people, to discuss ideas in conferences and local chapters, to stay a flexible group of un-bureaucratic idealists for education.     
Living and raising a family all over the globe has  made me bilingual in German and English,  fluent in Italian and French, with Spanish, some Modern Greek, and not much progress to report in beginning Arabic. I have experience as journalist and exhibiting photographer, love any kind of skiing and mountaineering, and everything else which enriches life, such as art, music, literature, travel, new languages.

